
 
imbalance 

for bass clarinet, contrabass, and piano 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stephen F. Lilly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2023) 



 
 
 

Program Notes 
In a warming world, there is no equilibrium—summers grow longer and more brutal, storms increase in size and devastation, and 
glacial melting accelerates, releasing yet more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Until humans stop burning fossil fuels, there will 
be no balance.  imbalance presents an unsettled soundworld as metaphor for our planet. Repeatedly, the piece seeks a resting point—
from intervallic palindromes to the harmonic series—but the inertia of change propels the material through more transformation and 
ever greater extremes.    
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