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Lament for the First Amendment

Program Notes

I am using James Madison’s words to lament the historical erosion of supposedly protected rights and to warn of looming threats to our democracy. The
interspersed spoken asides speak directly to this unraveling, and one-by-one as they leave the performance, each performer represents the intransigence that
defines so much of current political discourse and debate—stubborn positions that refuse to listen or compromise, essentially eliminating speech as tool for
dialog, conversation, or cooperation.

Performance Notes:
For the soprano and strings, vibrato and non vibrato indications should be followed closely. All open strings and natural harmonics should be played without
vibrato—string players should not attempt to vibrate at the octave. Likewise, wind players should make minimal use of vibrato throughout.

When a performer is instructed to exit, they should leave through the same stage door from which they entered, and while they may walk out as the rest of the
ensemble resumes the performance, their exit should be as unobtrusive as possible—if necessary, they should leave their instrument onstage. Once the entire
ensemble has exited and the audience begins to applaud, the performers should re-enter to acknowledge the audience.

Spoken lines should not be amplified and should be delivered earnestly, without sarcasm—a slightly condescending tone is acceptable. For the singing that
sometimes underscores these asides, the sustained phoneme is indicated by IPA in brackets, and unless otherwise indicated by a rest, should elide with the
previous syllable.
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Keep in mind, my closely held
beliefs can impinge upon yours.

con sord.
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